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THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR CHILDREN’S BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
2023 EMERGING BEST PRACTICES CONFERENCE 

ATTENDEES 

ALABAMA 

Cahaba Medical Care 

Ashley Stringer, Social Worker/Substance Use Disorder Coordinator 

 

ALASKA 

Presbyterian Hospitality House 

 Naomi Tigner, Director of Community Programs  

 Ty Tigner, Executive Director 

 

ARKANSAS 

Methodist Family Health 

 Lesley Don Cole, Chief Financial Officer  

Youth Home, Inc. 

 Peggy Kelly, Chief Clinical Officer  

 David Napier, Chief Executive Officer 

 

CALIFORNIA 

Corporate Tax Incentives 

 Christian Bell, Associate Director  
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CONNECTICUT 

Adelbrook Behavioral & Developmental Services, Inc. 

Monica Carras, Director of Behavioral Services for Residential Programs and 
Training 

Sabrina Demsky-Cameron, Executive Vice President and Chief Clinical Officer 

 Alyssa Goduti, President and Chief Executive Officer 

Brian Heslin, Director of Behavioral Services and Quality Assurance 

CJR 

 Christine Jaffer, Chief Operating Officer 

 Dan Rezende, President and Chief Executive Officer  

Community Solutions, Inc. 

 Judith McCusker, Director, The Learning Institute @ CSI 

 Kimberly Selvaggi, Chief Strategy Officer 

Klingberg Family Centers 

 Aminah Ali, Certified FFT Clinical Supervisor  

 Sonia Colon-Mora, Vice President of Programs 

 Steven A. Girelli, President and Chief Executive Officer 

 Patricia Wilcox, Vice President for Strategic Development  

The Children's Center of Hamden 

 Jim Maffuid, Chief Executive Officer  

Waterford Country School 

 Chris Lacey, Chief Executive Officer   

 

FLORIDA 

CARF International 

 Leslie Ellis-Lang, Managing Director, Child and Youth Services 

Central Florida Cares Health System 

 Rachel Bishop, Children’s Care Coordinator  
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Children's Home Society of Florida 

 Heather Brungardt, Chief Clinical Officer 

Andry Sweet, President and Chief Executive Officer  

Eleos Health 

Nisheeta Setlur, Vice President, Customer Success 

St. Augustine Youth Services 

 Schuyler Siefker, Executive Director 

University of South Florida 

 Monica Landers, Research Assistant Professor 

 

GEORGIA 

Wellroot Family Services 

 Christina Lennon, Chief Strategy and Innovation Officer 

 

ILLINOIS 

Chaddock 

 John McDowell, Director of Strategic Growth 

Chaddock Attachment and Trauma Services 

Matt Obert, Executive Director 

U of I School of Social Work - PATH 

Natalie Ruth, MAP Clinical Coordinator 

Katie Turley, IHB Specialist 

 

INDIANA 

Crossroad Child & Family Services 

 Deborah Howard, Chief Compliance Officer 

 David Mullins, Chief Executive Officer 

 Shirley Ryan, Chief Operating Officer 
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Gibault, Inc. 

Ashley Jackson, Director of Client Care 

 Kara Jones, Director of Treatment 

Alex Maderas, Clinical Supervisor 

Michele Madley, Chief Executive Officer 

 Rob Sturm, Vice President and Chief Operating Officer 

Indiana Professional Management Group  

 Janet Brummett, Wraparound Program Manager 

 

IOWA 

Polk County, Behavioral Health & Disability Services Department 

 Julie Gibbons, Program Planner 

Tanager 

 Tonya Hotchkin, Vice President of Clinical Services 

 

KENTUCKY 

National Association for Children's Behavioral Health 

 Jennifer Duckworth, Executive Director 

 Madison Wallace, Project Coordinator 

 

MARYLAND 

Get Well 

 Michael O'Neil, Founder and Chief Executive Officer 

 

MASSACHUSETTS 

LearnWell 

Elizabeth Sedlak, Vice President of Business Development 
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MICHIGAN 

Starr Commonwealth 

 Caelan Soma, Chief Clinical Officer 

 

MINNESOTA 

Learn to Live 

 Dale Cook, Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer 

Nexus Family Healing 

Paula Minske, Vice President of Clinical Services 

Michelle Murray, President and Chief Executive Officer 

Northwood Children’s Services 

 Dick Wolleat, Public Policy Consultant 

PORT Group Homes 

 Heather Kelm, Executive Director 

 Kirsten McKee, Program Director 

 

MISSISSIPPI 

Canopy Children’s Solutions 

John Damon, Chief Executive Officer 

Heidi Noel, Sr. Director of Advancement 

 

MISSOURI 

Saint Luke’s Hospital Crittenton Children’s Center 

 Karlene Bauman, Nurse Manager 

Amanda Davis, Director, Therapy Services 

Jeanette Koster, Director, Foster Care 

  

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
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Spaulding Academy & Family Services 

Amanda Champagne, Executive Director of Family Services 

 

NEW YORK 

SAB Capital 

Jenna Lustbader, Sale-Leaseback Advisor 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Benchmarks 

Jenny Cooper, Chief Research & Development Officer 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allegheny County Office of Behavioral Health 

 Eric Forsythe, Program Specialist 

George Junior Republic 

Sandy Dillon-Dick, Risk Officer 

 

RHODE ISLAND 

Tides Family Services 

 Beth Bixby, Chief Executive Officer 

 Rachel Yoder, Vice President of Treatment Programs and Operations 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

School District Five of Lexington and Richland 

 Davida Price, Coordinator of Youth and Family Services 

 

TENNESSEE 

The Florence Crittenton Agency, Inc. 
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 Nancy Christian, President and Chief Executive Officer 

 

VIRGINIA 

Barry Robinson Center 

 Charlene Hoobler, Chief Operating Officer 

Rob McCartney, Chief Executive Officer 

Children's Home Society of America 

 Marlo Nash, Managing Director 

Jackson-Feild Behavioral Health Services 

Tricia Delano, Chief Executive Officer 

 

WASHINGTON 

Catholic Community Services of Western Washington, Family Behavioral Health 
System 

Mary Stone-Smith, Vice President, Family Behavioral Health 

 Linda Thomas, Chief Clinical Officer 

 Steve Vervalin, Director of Business Operations 

 Irene Ward, Executive Vice President 

Children's Home Society of Washington 

 Adrienne Mason, Regional Director 

 Andrew Tucker, Chief Behavioral Health Officer 

 

WASHINGTON DC 

Association of Children's Residential & Community services (ACRC) 

 Lisette Burton, Chief Policy & Practice Advisor 

 

INTERNATIONAL 

Ministry of Health, Nigeria  

 Chinago Christian Chidiadi 


