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PUBLIC POLICY UPDATE 

Challenging To-Do List in Lame Duck Session 

Congress returned to Washington on Monday afternoon, 
nearly a week after the mid-term elections with some races 
and control of both chambers unresolved.  As of this writing, 
Democrats have achieved the majority in the Senate, 50-49 
with the Warnock-Walker run-off election scheduled for 
December 6 in Georgia.  Republicans have taken the 
majority in the House, 221-214.  Keep Reading 

Senate Finance Mental Health Package: 
Committee Releases Part Four of Five 

With the timing and outlook for the Senate Finance 
Committee’s mental health plans still unknown, committee 
work groups continue to roll out legislative language.  On 
November 10 came a discussion draft of the fourth of five 
sections, this one focused on better integrating physical and 
mental health care and expanding access to both immediate 
and longer-term care for Americans in crisis.  Seven of the 
eleven provisions would affect Medicare.  Learn More 



SAMHSA Announces Interim Strategic Plan 

Last week, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) announced the agency’s 
Interim Strategic Plan, presenting a new emphasis on a 
more person-centered approach and briefly describing 
SAMHSA’s priorities and principles.  Participants in 
NACBH’s upcoming Emerging Best Practices Conference 
will have a chance to hear from and give feedback to Gary 
Blau, Ph.D., SAMHSA Senior Advisor for Children, Youth, 
and Families.  Continue Reading 

Pediatricians:  Respiratory Virus Trifecta is a 
Public Health Emergency 

Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), flu, and COVID have 
overwhelmed and gridlocked emergency departments this 
fall, a situation that children’s hospitals and pediatricians say 
can only be solved by a federal emergency declaration from 
the White House and HHS.  An emergency declaration 
would allow for more telehealth flexibilities and waive certain 
Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP requirements that make it 
hard for providers to share resources.  Keep Reading 

Surgeon General Releases New Framework 
for Mental Health & Well-Being in the 
Workplace 

A new Surgeon General’s Framework for Mental Health & 
Well-Being in the Workplace outlines the “five essentials” to 
help organizations develop, institutionalize, and update 
policies, processes, and practices that best support the 
mental health and well-being of their workers.  The 
resources and tools listed under the five essentials may 
include something you’ve been looking for related to 
protection from harm, connection and community, work-life 
harmony, mattering at work, and opportunities for growth. 
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New Resources:  Child and Youth Crisis 
Response Services 

NACBH members who are advocating for state coverage of 
crisis response services and/or thinking about their place in 
your service array are encouraged to review two new 
resources: 
  
National Guidelines for Child and Youth Behavioral Health 
Crisis Care:  SAMHSA called on an expert children’s crisis 
continuum panel to frame this guide to creating systems that 
both respond effectively to youth in crisis and prevent 
emotional and behavioral health needs from escalating to 
crisis.  Learn More 

 

   

 

 

 

Public Call:  Recommendations for IV-E 
Prevention Services Clearinghouse 

Deadline to submit:  November 22 
  
The Clearinghouse has issued a public call for program and 
service recommendations for systematic review.  The 
categories of interventions potentially eligible for IV-E 
reimbursement are mental health, substance abuse, in-home 
parent skill-based, and kinship navigator programs.  Under IV-
E, “prevention” means preventing formal admission of a child 
into foster care. Keep Reading 

 

   

 

 

 

Implementing Community-Level Policies to 
Prevent Alcohol Misuse 

Alcohol misuse is responsible for approximately 140,000 
deaths per year in the U.S., 4,000 of them among people 
under age 21.  Community (geographic and population) 
efforts are critical to not only prevent deaths but to reduce 



even more prevalent alcohol-related harms that occur among 
people who drink at relatively low or moderate 
levels.  SAMHSA has issued the above-titled guide for 
communities, the prevention workforce, and other 
stakeholders to implement policies at multiple levels to reduce 
youth and adult alcohol misuse.   Continue Reading 

 

   

 

 

 

Use of Measurement-Based Care to Improve 
Children’s Behavioral Health 

The Child Health and Development Institute (CHDI) recently 
released its Issue Brief 85:  Making Measures Matter, 
describing how measurement-based care (MBC) can enhance 
family-centered care, reduce costs, and improve outcomes in 
children’s behavioral health services.  According to CHDI, the 
evidence-based model is flexible enough to be used in a wide 
variety of settings and programs, with any population, and can 
be scaled to providers’ available resources, level of 
commitment and interest, staff identified to implement, and 
sustainability plan.  Read More 

 

   

 

 

 

Accepting Applications:  Youth Garden Grant 

Deadline to apply:  December 2 
  
Since 1982, the Youth Garden Grant has supported school 
and youth educational garden projects that enhance the 
quality of life for youth and their communities. 
KidsGardening.org’s annual call for online applications is 
underway now. Any organization planning a new program or 
improving an existing garden program serving at least 15 
youth up to the age of 18 is eligible to apply, other than 
previous winners.  Learn More 

 

   

 



 

 

Career Opportunities at Catholic Community 
Services, Family Behavioral Health 

Catholic Community Services (CCS), Family Behavioral 
Health is now hiring in Western Washington and Portland, 
Oregon. Positions include Mental Health Therapist (Clinician 
III/I), Peer Counselors (Partner Partner and Youth Partner), 
and Clinical Care Coordinator. Please see the attached flyer 
with links for more information on the career opportunities and 
how to apply.  

 

    

   

 

 

Don't Miss Out. Registration Closes Soon. 

Join us at the 2022 Emerging Best Practices Conference in St. Pete Beach, Florida from November 30-
December 2. This year's conference entitled "Our People are the Point: Navigating Workplace Issues 
and Organizational Health" will tackle critical issues within the changing workplace landscape. Save 
your seat! 

 
 

   

 

NACBH is grateful for the generous support of our Emerging Best 
Practices Conference Sponsors, including our Diamond Sponsors: 

 

Register Now  



   

  

 

 

   

   

  

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

 

   

 

 
 

Contact Info: 

National Association for Children's 
Behavioral Health 
201 E. Main St., Suite 1405 
Lexington, Kentucky 40507 
859.469.5790 
info@nacbh.org 
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